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The content below is from the site's 2006-2007 archived pages.

When the site was live back in 2006 visitors could click on the various heads in the above image and get the low down on that particular person.

For instance:


 


Rupert Murdoch


Role In War: Global cheerleader.

A neo-con tycoon who used his business and media empire to pursue a war agenda at the expense of democracy. "Once it [Iraq] is behind us, the whole world will benefit from cheaper oil." As John Pilger put it,“Murdoch's media empire is `built on cronyism, deregulation, debt and non-payment of tax ... this is a bandit capitalism'

Links:

• Bandit capitalism

• How his 175 editors around the world sing from the same memo and are “eager to push readers and politicians towards belligerence”

•Fox News has walked away from professional journalism and crossed over into dutiful propaganda; a dangerous new chapter even for Fox News.

• Rupert Murdoch: “Your inexperienced anchors with their racist comments”….

• Murdoch’s men fanning the flames of war again

• MURDOCH SHRINKS THE INTERNET


George W. Bush


Role In War: Following orders, telling lies, elevating incoherence into diplomacy

Links:

• “I'm going to repeat what I said before -- I'd pull the troops out, nor if I believed we could win, I would pull the troops out”

• Did Bush commit war crimes?

• State of the Nation, A to Z.

• Adding to the world’s misery

• Naked prisoners fitted with dog leashes to be retrospectively legalised

• Link

• Will Bush get away with torture?

• Bush Didn't Know There Were Sunni And Shiite Muslims Two Months Before

Invading Iraq…


Tony Blair


Role In War: Tricking the Brits into backing Bush and concocting evidence against Iraq.

Links:

• “Tony Blair ate my homework”, the dodgy dossier that fooled the world

• Secretly planned Iraq war eight months before it began

• Also implicated in war crimes

• Shrinking civil liberties

• The “shocking silence from No 10”

• Tony Blair's Desperation


Condoleeza Rice


Role In War: As National Security Adviser, Rice disregarded at least two CIA memos and a personal phone call from CIA Director George Tenet stating that the evidence behind Iraq’s supposed uranium acquisition was weak. She urged the necessity of war because “we don’t want the smoking gun to be a mushroom cloud.” [Washington Post, 7/27/03; CNN, 9/8/02] The smoke was of her own making and the cloud was her mind. “Dr. Rice is responsible for some of the most overblown rhetoric that the administration used to scare the American people into believing that there was an imminent threat from Iraq

Links

• A bad  National Security Advisor

• A worse Secretary of State

• Her support for state terror has extended the world’s suffering way beyond the Middle East

• Shoe shopping for a night at Spamalot while New Orleans drowned


Ricardo Sanchez


Role In War: commander of the US forces in Iraq during the Abu Ghraib torture scandal, authorized interrogation techniques that included putting prisoners in stressful physical positions and changing sleep patterns, according to an internal US memo obtained by the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) on Tuesday. The memo, dating from September 2003, provided a detailed list of 29 techniques used to interrogate Iraqi detainees. And each, disturbingly, came with a creepy title. "We Know All," for example, referred to the practice of convincing prisoners that the interviewer already knows all the answers. "Presence of Military Working Dogs" indicated the use of muzzled military dogs to "exploit Arab fear of dogs while maintaining security during interrogations." The ACLU claims that at least 12 of the techniques, including the use of dogs, "far exceeded limits established by the Army's own Field Manual" and also violated international standards for handling prisoners.

Links:

• Violated international standards

• "Guys in my unit, particularly the younger guys, would drive by in their Humvees and shatter bottles over the heads of Iraqi civilians . . . They'd keep a bunch of empty Coke bottles in the Humvee to break over people's heads."


 


Well, I think you get the point. A friend of mine who is into all things Batman by wearing only Batman hoodies and T shirts says that each of these faces behind the implementation and continuation of the Iraq War should be assigned a Batman villain designation. Consider who you would name The Joker, Deathstroke, Poison Ivy, Bane, Mr. Freeze, The Penquin, Talia al Ghul , Riddler, Scarecrow, etc. We made a game of this spending several afternoons sitting around in our snazzy Batman t shirts putting villains' names to these infamous faces. As we navigated through our lively discussion of matching Batman villains to figures from the Iraq War, we noticed something striking. Despite the serious nature of the topic, we found ourselves ironically immersed in the playful world of Batman's villains, courtesy of our mutual fondness for the Dark Knight. We were both dressed in our Batman t-shirts, an unintentional testament to the global popularity of the Caped Crusader. Indeed, Batman t-shirts have international appeal, spanning continents, cultures, and age groups. This universal charm is not just restricted to the character himself, but extends to his rogues' gallery as well. Even the most infamous villains from Gotham have found their way onto the clothing of Batman enthusiasts around the world. However, as we assigned characters such as The Joker, Deathstroke, Poison Ivy, and others to various infamous faces of the Iraq War, we were aware of a bitter reality. The appeal and charm of Batman and his foes, conveyed through the simplicity of our t-shirts, couldn't change the somber realities tied to the people we were discussing. No matter how appealing the shirt, it could never save or redeem the reputation of those who had violated international standards and human rights. It was a harsh reality check, hidden amidst our game. A Batman t-shirt might allow you to express your admiration for these complex characters, but it would never absolve you if you mirrored their malevolence in real life.


 


+++



PARLIAMENT OF AUSTRALIA


MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS:  Iraq
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NOTE: Since its posting here, the so-called Permalink for John Howard's speech keeps coming up as invalid. However, the text can be accessed by using Parliament's guided search option at: http://parlinfoweb.aph.gov.au/piweb/


Another option is to download Parliament's low rez .pdf of the proceedings for 22 June/06, and scroll to page 94 of Hansard (ie page 114 of the .pdf file)


Do you get the feeling that John Howard's latest version of events in Iraq was not intended for public scrutiny?




 


22/June/2006


John Howard, Prime Minister of Australia.


This speech was delivered to the Australian Parliament on June22/06 and attracted scant attention. It has not been posted on his official website.  The original text is available online and can be downloaded as a .pdf. It is abridged here, to avoid causing narcolepsy, though his words have not been altered. Most of the claims made by Mr. Howard about Iraq are false. He has learnt little from our previous attempt to keep him informed of the tragic consequences of the invasion. Instead of weighing up the facts presented in that historic parody, John Howard’s Apology, his department panicked and pulled the plug. New information has come to light on that unlawful interference, which will be posted below when time permits. To John’s latest claims on the wonders of today’s Iraq, some commentary has been added, drawn from several sources. Taken as a whole, his new speech is a grandiose attempt to mislead members of Parliament and the Australian people. But there’s nothing unusual about that.


Richard Neville.com.au




JH: It is important to note the progress that Iraq is making. Since January 2005, we have seen Iraq hold three national polls and draft a constitution. More than 15.5 million votes were recorded in elections in December last year, including approximately 12,000 recorded at polling booths across Australia. Last month, Prime Minister al-Maliki’s cabinet was approved by the National Assembly.


“It was apparent from the day of elections which political parties would come out on top. I’m not even going to bother listing the different types of election fraud witnessed all over Iraq - it’s a tedious subject and one we’ve been discussing for well over a month” – Baghdad Burning


JH: Despite a difficult security environment, Iraq’s economy is growing strongly, with the IMF estimating real GDP growth this year of 10.4 per cent.


Iraq’s broad economy has virtually collapsed and many factories and warehouses have been sacked and gutted. In the absence of security, neither Iraqis nor foreigners are interested in investing, while the no-bid Pentagon reconstruction contracts have achieved remarkably little.


JH: International assistance is also playing a critical role in accelerating the delivery of basic services.


Basic services have yet to be restored three years after the US invasion Oil and electricity production have yet to return to prewar levels. Some 60 percent of clean water produced in Iraq is lost to leakage and contamination. More than 75 percent of oil and gas restoration projects are incomplete, as are 50 percent of electrical and 40 percent of water and sanitation projects, according to the April report of the Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction.


Now, nearly three years after this war, the buildings are still piles of debris. Electricity is terrible. Water is cut off for days at a time. Telephone lines come and go. Oil production isn’t even at pre-war levels… … Iraq falling into deeper debt… Engineers without jobs simply because they are not a part of this political party or that religious group… And the country still in shambles.


JH: Electricity generation capacity has increased by 30 per cent.


April/06, Electricity projects still incomplete: 277, with 58 not yet even started. Forty-two oil and gas projects aren't finished - and only 13 are.


Three years and the electricity is worse than ever. (March 18/2006).

The electricity came at 6 pm for only twenty minutes - as if to taunt us. The moment the lights flickered on, we were gathered in the kitchen and we could hear the neighborhood children began to hoot and holler with joy (June 2006) -


JH: Roughly a third of Iraq’s school buildings have been rehabilitated in the last three years and 36,000 new teachers have been trained.


School, college and work have been on again, off again affairs. It seems for every two days of work/school, there are five days of sitting at home waiting for the situation to improve…. The children have been at home this year more than they’ve been in school


 


JH: Iraq is experiencing significant growth in telephone and internet subscriptions.


The phone wasn’t working and the electrical situation hasn’t improved. We are at a point, however, where things like electricity, telephones and fuel seem like minor worries. Even complaining about them is a luxury Iraqis can’t afford these days.


JH: Vaccination programs for Iraqi children to ward off ailments such as measles, mumps, rubella and polio have expanded rapidly.


Doctors in Baghdad's hospitals still cite dirty water as one of the major killers of infants… The city's hospitals place medically troubled newborns two to an incubator, when incubators work at all… A reconstruction contract for the building of 142 primary health centers across Iraq is running out of money, after two years and roughly $200 million, with no more than 20 clinics now expected to be completed. Coming with little public warning, the 86 percent shortfall of completions dismayed the World Health Organization' …."That's not good. That's shocking…"


JH: We have witnessed important progress in the judicial system. All provincial courts are operational. More than 700 judges have been trained.


Because of the way the United States set things up after the invasion, contractors are immune from prosecution by Iraqis. And even when firms are prosecuted, the millions of dollars in fines go to the US Treasury, not the Iraqi people. It amounts to two invasions. First the bombs. Then the banks. This is robbery, not reconstruction.


Imagine your 14-year-old sister or your 14-year-old daughter. Imagine her being gang-raped by a group of psychopaths and then the girl was killed and her body burned to cover up the rape. Finally, her parents and her five-year-old sister were also killed. Hail the American heroes... Raise your heads high supporters of the 'liberation' - your troops have made you proud today. I don't believe the troops should be tried in American courts. I believe they should be handed over to the people in the area and only then will justice be properly served. And our ass of a PM, Nouri Al-Maliki, is requesting an 'independent investigation', ensconced safely in his American guarded compound because it wasn't his daughter or sister who was raped… His family is abroad safe from the hands of furious Iraqis and psychotic American troops.


It fills me with rage to hear about it and read about it. The pity I once had for foreign troops in Iraq is gone. It's been eradicated by the atrocities in Abu Ghraib, the deaths in Haditha and the latest news of rapes and killings. I look at them in their armored vehicles and to be honest- I can't bring myself to care whether they are 19 or 39. I can't bring myself to care if they make it back home alive. I can't bring myself to care anymore about the wife or parents or children they left behind. I can't bring myself to care because it's difficult to see beyond the horrors. I look at them and wonder just how many innocents they killed and how many more they'll kill before they go home. How many more young Iraqi girls will they rape?


JH: We have seen a flowering of free speech and a free press in Iraq, including 54 commercial television stations, 114 radio stations and 268 independent newspapers and magazines.


This claim is difficult to verify. One current news media guide lists 8 newspapers, 2 agencies, 1 website, one radio, 1 local TV -


JH: To see the Iraqi people striving to reclaim civil society in the cradle of civilisation, sometimes at great cost and against great odds, is a humbling experience for those of us privileged enough to live in a free and democratic society.


The security situation has gone from bad to worse. The country feels like it’s on the brink of chaos once more - but a pre-planned, pre-fabricated chaos being led by religious militias and zealots.


JH: The courage of the Iraqi people serves as a constant reminder of why the international community must maintain its support for Iraq’s democratic transition and development.


Ownership of Iraq's once prosperous economy, including her extensive oil fields, was transferred from the Iraqi people to U.S. corporations.


For the past 20 years, Dick Cheney, Paul Wolfowitz, Zalmay Khalilzad and Donald Rumsfeld … have been explicit that the U.S needed to gain increased access to the region's oil … not just that we needed a new leader, but we needed a new political and economic structure in Iraq, and be in that country to ensure the structure gets put into place. Halliburton, Chevron, Bechtel, Lockheed Martin have profited tremendously from this process already. The U.S. value of Iraqi oil, imported Iraqi oil, has increased by 86% between 2003 and 2004. Those profits have gone to Exxon, Chevron and Marathon.


It has been three years and all Iraq has become is a ''free-fraud zone.''


JH: The death of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi earlier this month has strengthened the hand and the resolve of all who want to see a peaceful and stable Iraq emerge from the grip of violence.


So 'Zarqawi' is finally dead. … Was he truly the huge terror the Americans made him out to be? The timing is extremely suspicious: just when people were getting really fed up with the useless Iraqi government, Zarqawi is killed and Maliki is hailed the victorious leader of the occupied world! (And no, Iraqis aren't celebrating in the streets). "A new day for Iraqis" is the current theme of the Iraqi puppet government and the Americans. Like it was "A New Day for Iraqis" on April 9, 2003 . And it was "A New Day for Iraqis" when they killed Oday and Qusay. Another "New Day for Iraqis" when they caught Saddam. More "New Day" when they drafted the constitution… I'm beginning to think it's like one of those questions they give you on IQ tests: If 'New' is equal to 'More' and 'Day' is equal to 'Suffering', what does "New Day for Iraqis" mean?


How do I feel? He was an American creation - he came along with them - they don't need him anymore, apparently. His influence was greatly exaggerated but he was the justification for every single family they killed through military strikes and troops. It was WMD at first, then it was Saddam, then it was Zarqawi. Who will it be now? Who will be the new excuse for killing and detaining Iraqis? "They don't need him anymore," our elderly neighbor waved the news away like he was shooing flies, "They have fifty Zarqawis in government.


JH: But Iraq remains an active battleground in the global fight against terrorism. It also faces major challenges in terms of sectarian and criminal violence.

More than 14,000 civilians have been killed in Iraq in the first half of this year.


JH: We will also continue the program of reconstruction assistance. This has so far delivered many valuable improvements to services and infrastructure in critical areas such as transport, health, veterinary and agricultural services and utilities.


A contract aimed at building 142 new health centers across Iraq only produced 8 of the centers - not the 20 as first reported - before the program ran out of money. The US company, Parsons of Pasadena, was paid $186,000,000 …"with little progress made.” Of this, 22% of the money went to provide for security, leaving $145 million, less the 'administrative overhead', of $29 million. That’s a budget of $116 million to build 8 health centers, or $14.5 million a center. Here's what that $14.5 million a center got the good people of Kirkuk:


[image: ]


JH: Let me be very clear: Australia will not be hostage to a particular timetable for withdrawal from Iraq. We will only leave when the job has been finished. … this is not the time to leave the Iraqi people to their own devices; in other words, to cut and run.


Why don't the Americans just go home? They've done enough damage and we hear talk of how things will fall apart in Iraq if they 'cut and run', but the fact is that they aren't doing anything right now. How much worse can it get? People are being killed in the streets and in their own homes- what's being done about it? Nothing. It's convenient for them- Iraqis can kill each other and they can sit by and watch the bloodshed - unless they want to join in with murder and rape.


JH: Iraq is an active battleground in the international fight against terrorism. To leave Iraq prematurely would not only destabilise the Middle East; it would also provide comfort and strength to extremists all around the world.


The Geneva Conventions are very specific about what an occupying power should do. It must provide basic security and services. It cannot change the laws or the political structure of the country it occupies. The Bush administration did exactly the opposite -- changed all the fundamental economic and political laws and utterly failed to provide for the security and the basic needs of the Iraqi people.


JH: If the going is tough—we tough it out. This is not a time to walk away. This is a time for the courage to see it through.


Before, we’d get refugees in Baghdad and surrounding areas… Now, Baghdadis themselves are looking for ways out of the city… out of the country. The typical Iraqi dream has become to find some safe haven abroad.


JH: Helping Iraq to achieve stability and democracy is in Australia’s national interest. And it is part of Australia accepting its global responsibilities.


Three years later and the nightmares of bombings and of shock and awe have evolved into another sort of nightmare. The difference between now and then was that three years ago, we were still worrying about material things- possessions, houses, cars, electricity, water, fuel… It’s difficult to define what worries us most now. Even the most cynical war critics couldn't imagine the country being this bad three years after the war... Allah yistur min il rab3a (God protect us from the fourth year).


[Because of Iraq], Chevron has seen its most profitable years in its entire 125-year history over the last two years.


22/July/06: Iraqis are terrified in a way that I have never seen before, since I first visited Baghdad in 1978. Sectarian massacres happen almost daily. The UN says 6,000 civilians were slaughtered in May and June, but this month has been far worse. In many districts it has become difficult to buy bread because Sunni assassins have killed all the bakers who are traditionally Shia…. I never expected the occupation of Iraq by the US and Britain [and Australia] to end happily. But I did not foresee the present catastrophe. Baghdad has survived the Iran-Iraq war, the 1991 Gulf War, UN sanctions, more bombing and, finally, a savage guerrilla war. Now the city is finally splitting apart, and - most surprising of all - this disaster scarcely gets a mention on the news as the world watches the destruction of Beirut so many miles away ….


JH: This is not the time to walk away.
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ENDS.




NEXT STOP VENEZUELA?

“We gleefully blow up an oil platform off the Venezuelan coast.”
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